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TH Alra,ICAN GUIDJ - Growth o.nd e~~lopm nt 
Wich~t. lrensna 

.,OCIAL D V OPMEN'l.', Educ~t.1on enturea & 
Al'llericnn Indi~n Inotitute. 

By: Maude E. c.t'a.vlor 

S:'he An1Qr1o-m Indian In t1tute, 3!")00 ·~st htmty-firnt atreet, icbit, ie 

dom1tory and work proJ~ct for lndion boys, under 1?W.nnccment of the bo rd ot Rational Mi aiom 

of tho frecbyter1nn Chu~eb, a~i 1o ~ vehicle through hich federal overnment id toword 

educA.tion iff ·uppUM to ln<liM :v~mth cn.p :tile of dcvel pin lru d rob1p. h in titution.~l 

im in to provide Chr1at1e.n home urroundinso and influenccc for Inaian yc,uth in ~c~_,de:n1c nni 

religioue educ~tional tr 1n1n:;. Adi oi9n to tb inat:tute 19 ~1nod on rec~m::icnd~t1on ·7 

Indian ent, cchool s:oci workel'. p"c tor t?r m.1 siont:.rJ". J. nuir men ts 1nc1.ud eood chnriicter, 

he ltb n le~der hip poscibilitiee. 1lt Inet1tute receiv c~ h for it h~uuing; ito ho~e 

.o.nd r 11 1ouu influ cec nnC tT"'infr • wh re c11ch 1e vail :ble. Otherwi ·e au: pM:1 ct e.r 

provided fr etudent&. 

!he tu4ent borly 1a enrolled in Wichit college nd hi.eh cchool , und .,. A Anerol 

po1icy deciderl during tbe nchool 1ee.r 193--34. Tb .fed,,,rru. gov rnme t prov1d<e o~ymr:-nt for 

tuition nnd traneport tion • .ov rrencntal intere t bein in cecuring pu~lic school trA1ning 

for Indian youth in reference to ce reention in lnd.11!1\ nchool~. 

1'b coll o co t or lndi n youth iu l>o\lt $75 per aementcr; high school otudent coot. 

a~ roxima.tely 15 p r r.tudont per ye :r. g,')l "'e "'.."!loun1..a over cost not rovlded by the 

gov rnment tuition nd tr no rtation. Living cost t th In ititute h me ere reeommcmdt!d 

aa b~ing lower than living cco oda.tione 11:ndxms could be obtained. ~lcewhere. 

In th Institute for th nchool year 1935-36 there r nin ten Indian tribe~ 

epreoent d - CheTOkee, Chippce • Choctaw, Conm"'nche, Creek, Eu4?bee, 

Kio· n, n•~jo, Om~ha., Onoid , W,,aniotte, Pone. Pott atomi, Shawnee, Sioux, inneb 0.eo. 

Yakim -- nn6 th otudent blnod-degre r~n g fro~ fullhlood t~ tho thre -th1rty-eecond perc nt 

Indien blooJ. In thio ~tuJent bocSy nre iort7-tbree !nB1 

Mir.higM, Min esota, eor ok~. New JJexico, Oklahoma, woutu P kota nd chington. !fhe e 

r nee h fro fU'te n to t nt;y- ix yee.r'l. Church $!!111 tions rcprec nted in thie tnd nt 

body ere Adventi~t, ~pt1et, C tholic, 

8hurq. 

ieco ~1. H th,dict, Precb t ricn, nd the Reformed 
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The Drenent policy or 1l"int,.in1~ t ,e !nn ti tute to provid~ houe1ne: ntl wor1c prJj~ct 

op ortu.nit7 tor 7outh gre~ trom r~~tice ot admittinB ln~1:u, boys who decired t , attend other 

sch,,ols, Y t cra:vod \.he lnf!titute influence nd re ,11r~d th .. opportuflitioc it -,ff;,r61d tor 

!l'he Aaeric~.n Indian In titnte - popularly el-.G 1fied • 3 

Street. yet loc ted O"\ county ,-tennfon of ro~d, nd in the i ed1o.t• Tie1n1.ty ot 1ehita 

Municipal UniTeraity - aa origtn~ll7 christened s Roe lndi:tll Institute. tclt1n{'; iti precent 

na.m~ in 19ro. It ,r l'J t.he ide·1 nt Dr. Walter c. Hoe who, for twflnt;v-f1Te :ve"-'ra, worJceil, 1111th 

hio ife, Mary C. .oe, Q o~ t Indian, of tb" Southwect United St tea. Ho vi. 1o ed need r,f 

a plAC~ "her the Indian mnle y1J1Jth, of ev<>ry t ?'ibe, m.ght be tr<tinetl t o b eelt-~p ort~ng, 

cot:1pletin undertnren ~due tion. t.ft er the p asi 1 of Pr. Roe. the work ot his In titute w~c 

liz beth B. Cloud. 1th th~~• lend ra n oc1ated ~ boArd of thirty friend£ ot the 

In proe a of .rowth the lnet1tute bec-~e n rccredite~ high ftchool, its gra u~tee 

' 
entering college ~r uni• rsit7 on n equ.~l baftia with th, ee frOltil othor necoud~y ar.hools. 

In 1927 th :Boe.rd f ff t1011,.,1 Jfluionfl ot the Preat;rteri an Olurch too!C oTc,r the Intttitute, 

~nd inetalled rP ent policr in 193-4 . 

The Inatitute pro ~~ty inclu~ea l)O er~a of 1 nd, with fifte~n ~r•n for th~ 

Inc ti tut campua. 'l'he rem~ind. r is t Canrpu building, re Voorhee Hul, a 

clo:rm1tory 1th r: > s on the tint fl oor for tudy nrJ student cttT1ti~•: Rcte Jfall, 

dormitory, wi th dinin roo nd ~1tchen ~nd ~ne cl~ae room on th$ t1r~t flo~r: neoloe 

Dor:n1 tory, with 1 1.c pr"ctice d d11d7 roo , ond resid'!n ti ; ·Tt>hagllln Cott~. rmd oftic., •1l'1 

ihe st~ft ie: Henry P. Dou61 1, uperintend•nt: John Run~er, Rtudent 

1· • '1oph1 Cbouteru, kitchAn aupenilor : Mr•• Etta Rlmter, asoht:int mll.tron. 

r k 

Source: lnterveiv 1th Rury 'P. Do-a&ba, Snp rintendt11nt 
3500 f, st r enty-f1r8t Jtr et, ichitA, ruin . 

eric :n lndi n .ln•tttute. 

oerviaor 
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'l.1HZ AMERICAff'-at!~..,::& - Growth and Development 
Wichita, Kansas. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMEl:!T, Educational Ventures: 
A!nc!'ican Indian In sti t11te. 

byt Maude E.T8ylor. 

.. ..,. 

flv J1 P[ l( 
The America.nJirrtti!n Institute, 3500 E8 st Twenty- first street, Wichita, is 

a dormi to:ry and work project for Indinn boys, unc'.er management of the board 

of Natior.al Missions· of the Presbyterian church, and is a vehicle through 

which federal government aid toward education is supplied to Indian youth 

capable of developing leadership. The institutional Jlim is to provide 

Christian home surro,mdings and influences for Indian yout~ academic and 

religious educational training. Admission•to the institute is gained on 

reco~~endation by Indian agent, school social worker, pastor or missionary6:{.;> 

~ requirements include good character, health and leadership possibilities. -,,. 

and training, where cash is available. Othe!',iise work projects are provided 

for students. 
l' 

The student body is enrolled in Wi~hita colleges ~.nd highschools, under . 

a general policy decided dur.ing the school year 1933-34. The feder al 

government provides payment for tuition and transportation, govern.mental 

interest being in sec-u.ring public .school training for Indian youth in 

preference to segregation in Indian schools. 

The college cost of Indian youth is about $75 per semester: high school 

student cost, approximately $I5 per st::ient per yea;r. These amounts cover 

cost not provided by the government as tuition a,nd transportation. L1ving 

costs at the Institute home a~e recommended as being lower tr.an living 

acccmodationc could be obtained elswhere. 

In the Inst.i.. • 'Jte for the school year I935-!36 there a.re eightee.. Indian I\ ~ 
trlbes represented -- C~erokee, Chippewa, Ohoctaw,Com.~a,nche, Creek, Euchee, 

Delaware, Kickapoo, Xiowa, N8va.j0 , Omaha., Oneidaf Wyandotte, Ponca, }iii e ea::ab-r:i? - · 
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Pott~watomi, Shawnee, Sioux, Winnebago, Yakima -- a.~d the student blood-degree 

ranges from fullblood to the three-thirty-seconc. percent Ind-ian blood. In this 
CJtn 11-~, 1 < 1 ! J. , d ir, , I ,,., ~ . 
~Ix ap are forty-thre) stn4w.i-E. Thefr homes are in Ka)lsas, Michigan, Minnesota, 

Nebraska, New Mexico, O~~.,homa, Sou.th Da)cota and Washington. T~e age range is 

f~om fifteen to twenty-six years . Church affiliations ~epre~ented ~n this 
• 

s tc:..:.,.e'1:. ""'.)1;· ~re Adventist. Baptist, Catholic, Episcopal, l.iethodiet, 

Presbyterian, and the Reformed Church. 

The present policy of ~airtaining the Institute to provide housing and 

w~rk project opportunity for youth grew f:.com a practice of ad.mi tting Inci-an 

boys who desired to attend other schools, yet craved the Inatitute influence. 

and required the opportunities ,it afforded for cheap living. 

The A.~eriqan Indian Institute - popularly classifi~d as 3500 East 

Twenty-first street, yet located o~ a county extension of road, and in the 

immecl.is.te. vicinity of Wichita. :~unicipal University - was originally 

christened as Roa Indian Institute, tal-:ing its present nome in I92o . The 

institute was chartered under its former n3,1ne September 8, I9I5. I t was the 

idea of Ur. Walter O.Roe who, for twenty- five year~, worked, with his wife, 

Mary C. Roe , amongst Indians of the Southwest United St3 .tes . He visioned. need 

of a place wher~ the Indi c.n me,le ~•outh, of every· tribe, might be trained to 

be self-supporting, useful, Christian, and develop background for leadership 

amongst his o,m: _p~·;_1,1::~ ~t1,;:::- u:i:1pleti:!!,; --.:::_-:la:::-t .; .. :.:-_ utucation. After the 

pairsing of Dr.R~ e, the work of his Institute was cal'ried on by Mary Ro\e, and --their foster son, Henry Roe Cloud, and the latter•s wife, Elizabeth B. Cloud. With 

these leaders was W associated a board of t'r>.irty friends of t ~ erican 

Indian. • 

In process of growth the Institute became a~ accredited high school, its 

graduates entering college or university on an equal basis with those from 

other secondary schools. In I927 the Boa.re. of Natior,a). Missions of the 

Presbyterian Church took over the Institute, and insta.J.led present policy in ... 

• 
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L T~ e Institute property includes IOO acres of lsnd, with fifteen acres for 

the Institute C,9.lllpUS . The ~·emainde-r is farm land. C0 mpus buildings are 

Voorheeil Rall• A. dormitormy with ff~ roor-,s on thfl first 1Htif floor for 

stud._-v and student activities; Roe Hall. a dormitory, with dining roo!!I and 

kitchen and one class room on the first floor; Bungalow Dormitory. with music 

practice and· 3tudy room, and residence; M0 hega,n Cottage, and office and 

residence; dairy barn. shops. sheds and minor buildings. 

T}:i.e staff is: Henry P.Douglas, Superinte~dant; John Hunter, student work 

s•J.pervisor; Mrs . ·sophia Chouteau, kitchen supervisor; Mrs. Etta Hunter, 

assistant ~atron. ' 

Source: 

Interv!ew with ll_enry P . Douglas, SJ,tperintendant American Indian 
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